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ROOSEVELT NOW
CANDIDATE, TAFT
BEATEN ISBOAST

La Follette Organization Be-
lieved Ready to Make
Public Its Scheme.

COLONEL RECOGNIZED
TO BE REAL LEADER

Willingness to Accept Tender Said
to Make Former Chief Execu-
tive Logical Choice.

By JUDSON C. WELLIVER.

“We started out to beat Taft, and
we have done it.

“With Taft beaten and Roosevelt
willing, Roosevelt's nomination ia in-
evitable. We are satisfled.”

There is the position of the La Fol-
lette political organization, which 1s
expected to be mude clear, in some
public way, soon after the return of
the Wiseonsin' Senator from his
Western stumping tour. There will
be some opposition to it, and It is
probable La Follette's name will be
withdrawn as a Presidential aspir-
ant. In all probability, he will be
named in the Chicago convention of
next June, and will get whatever
votes are pent there to support him.

To Keep Machinery.

Liut the La Iollette forces recognize

that Roosevelt will be the real pro-
gressive candidate, the man who will
Cefeat Taft If Taft v not renominated,
Most of them are satisfied. Without
important axception, they ieel the out-
come is Rll but certaln.
" Ever since the meeting of the Re-
publican national committee, nearly a
menth ago, this condition has been de-
developing rapidiy,  Today the largest
question 18 what will be done with the
and seconi-
plished work of the Natlonal Progressive
Republican l.eaguo, the La Fullette or-
ganization.

That will not be declded for a con-
wderable period yet. Meanwhile the
organization will go 1lght aliead with
ita work of creating sentiment .n favor
of a reorganization of the Reputilcan
party. 'The progressive league is com-
posed of two distinet classes of people;
firet, those who want La Follette romi-
nated and elected: ond, second, those
who want Taft defeated. Among the
national Mgures in the organization—
the Benators, Congressmen, governors,
men of wealth and large affaira—thosu
two e¢lements are pretty covenly bal-
anced In strength. There probably is
not & man In the entire organization
who would not sincerely and cheerfully
glve his voice for Roosevell as against

Taft.
Awaiting Developments,

The expectation among politlclans Is
that develophments will come slowly un-
til the progressives in Congress shall
have had time to declde the steps to be
taken. First of all, it is recognized
that while Roopevelt sentiment has en-
gulfed the La Follette movement and
earrigd it away from all mooringe, yet
Colonel Roosevelt 1s not yet a formal,
avowed candidate, Perhaps he never
will be. In that event, organized work
in hls behalf will have to be carried for-
ward in a devious fashion, and it will
be Important to maintain a mechanlam
through which work can be done for the
progressive cause. The La Folletts
League is excellently organiged to do
this.

Priends of Benator La Follette de-

he never has belleved he could be
nominated this year. That there was
gambling chance, of course, many of
his followers have inslsted. No game
involves more fascinating chances and
uncertainties than that of a natlional
convention. But Benator La Fullette's
purposge In becoming a candidate was
that of the ploneer, the breaker of the
ground. From the beglnning It was
recognized that while Senator La ¥ol-
lette _might prove to the country that
Mr. Tuft was beatable SBenator La Fol-
lette was uniikely to get the nomina-
tlon. Colonel Roosevelt always stood
in the background as the dominating
figure In reserve, ready to take the ball
&nd make the run for the goal If the
La Follette attucks should demonstrate
the weakness of the Taft line.

Taft’s Biggest Card Lost. -

-

Acceptance of the conviction that
Colonel Roopevelt (s Inevitable is fast
becoming universal, save among the
unseeing partisans of Mr. Taft, who
demonstrate thelr nsual incapuecity to
understand, The White House har
played its biggest card, and lost; it

has tried to extract from Colonel
Roosevelt a public statement that
“ynder mno circumstances’” would he

run; and It has falled. A brave fron!
(Continued on Fifth Page.)
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{  WEATHER REPORT., |

FORECAST FOR THE DISTRICT.

Falr tonight, followed by Increasing
cloudiness and probably snow or rain
in early morming or on Wednesday: not
much change In temperature; i’wut
temperature tonlght about 26 degrees.

TEMPERATURES,
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FLAG PTURES
FAKE DECLARE
CONPERS TODAY

Labor Chief Sajn Photo-
graph Was “Doctored” by
Los Angeles Artist.

TELLS OF STANDING
ON TABLE AT PARK

“lI Would as Soon Insult My Moth-
er's Memory as My Flag,"
He Avers.

SBamuel Gompers today dencunced

the pictures purporting to show him
standing on an American flag while
making a speech, as “a rank fake, a
palpably composite plcture, part of a
conspiracy to defame me In the eyes
of the publig,.”
“1 would as soon insult the mem-
ory of my revered mother as to in-
sult the ﬂil of my country,” added
Mr. Gompers.

The president of the American
Federation of Labor sald further that
the pictures originated in the art de-
partment of the Los Angeles Times,
“and yol know how fair and how
truthful emanations from that paper
concerning me are likely to be,” he

added. '
Not New Story.
The charge that he and Kelly insult-
ed the flag is not & new one, accarding
to Mr. Gompers., It first appeared In
the Los Angeles Times in October, and
the matter came up for action before
the Stanton Post of the Grand Army of
the Republic, of Los Angeles. In reply
to an inquiry fromm a member of that
post Mr. Gompers telegraphed a denlal
of the accusation, which was read st
the post meeting.
In that telegram and Iin his formar
statement today My, Gompers sald {hat
a flag was festooned on the sides of
the table on which the speakers at a
mass meeting stood, but that the flag
dld not overlap one Inch of the hori-
zontal surface of the table, and that no
speaker wstepped on the flag or could
have stepped on H, "unless able to walk
like a fiy."”

Faked Footprints.
“The Los Angeles Times also pub-
lished a pleture showing nlleged foot
prints on a flag.,” sald Mr. Gompers,
“and this, too, Is a rank fake,

Other alleged desecratlions of the
American flug by union labor men were
called to Mr, Gompers’ attention to-

day. He was asked about the Incident
in & Labor Day parade in New Yourk
when a flag is reported to have been
carried horizontally one man at each
corner to catch sllver thrown for the
McNamara defense fund. It was as-
serted at the time that so much sllver
was thrown that the flag became heavy
and that the four men permitted It to
drag on the street for many blocks,

“I have not hsard of the Incldent. 1
do not belleve it happened,” replied Mr.
Gompers,

“"How about the resolution adopted
in 180T by the Western Federation of
Miners,”” was another question asked,
""when the federation denounced the
American flag us a symbol or despot-
ism, of 'wage-slavery despotlsm? *

“T know nothing about that,"” replied
Mr. Gompers, “but this I have heard,
A man named O'Brilen, In Chicago,
president of the Chlcago Bullding Con-
tractors’ Assoclution, refused to allow
the American flag to be used at & ban-
quet because he sald it did not repre-
sent liberty."

Lest Clipping.
Mr. Gompers sald that a clipping he
had In his offlece concerning the Ouk-
land flag incident, as first represented
plctorially in the Los Angeles Times,
clearly ashowed the pleture to be a fake,

Mr. Gon“\era and his secretary sought
hard to find this ploture to show It to
newspaper men present, but they ware
upable to discover it today,

Mr. Gomperas says he does not think

that thﬂ.dnub!lc generally will belleve
he stepp on the flag at the Oakland
meeting,

His statement follows:

*Of the two addresses 1 made in Oak-
land, Cal., one was on Labor Day, In
connection with the 8an ¥Franclsco dem-
onstration and mass meeting, and that
wig during the day. The other meet-
ng was during the evening, and was
some days later in a hall

“My recollectlon of the meeting at
Bhellbound park, Oakland, was that
it was a park for athletics. There Is
n grand stand and a large fleld. A
temporary stand was erected In the
middle of the grounds, the speakers
facing the grand stand, and in this
instance there were thousands of man
and women standing between the speak-

er's temporary stand and the grand
stand, The ocrowd was so great that
many of them overflowed and stood on

the temporary platform, so that the
speakers could not have been seen by
any one other than those on the tem-
norary speaker's stand, There was &
table on this stand, intended for the
speaker's notes, and having a pitcher

of water and a glass on it. The tahle
was Testooned around by an American
filag. No part of it, except posalbly an
inch, was overlapping the table, and
this simply for the purpose of holding
It in position,

Explains Situation,

“When the meeting was called to or-
der the disadvantageous position of the
speakers was observed, and the publie
officers (school superintendent, mayor,
supervisor, ete.), as well as the speak-
ers who addressed the assemblage, were
called to by the crowd to ascend the
table. Those In the crowd manifested
discontent, because they could not see
those who were to address them, and
they shouted thelr disapproval, and
those noearer shouted to us to ‘get on
the table. A chalr was furnished, and

(Continued on Page Fourteen.)
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on Flag WL | Making Speech In
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Conference  Is Held Over
Measures Providing Teach-
ers’ Retirément Fund.

——

Assurance of the support of
Chamber of Commerce, In the
missioners’ endeavor to obtain legis-
latlon providing for a teachers' retire-
ment fund were given the Conunission-
ers by & subcommittes consisting of Dr.
Arthur T, Ramsay, Willlam T. Galliber,
and Washington Topham at a confer-
ence with Commissloner Rudolph 1to-
day.

Two bllls were discussed, one intro-
duced In the House by Congreasman
Ben Johnson, chalrman of the House
District Commitiee, and the other In
the SBenate, by Benator Gallinger, chalr-
man of the Senate District Commitice,
At the eclose of the conferenca Copme-
missloner Rudolp)y sald the committee
was under the mistaken Impresslin
that the Commissloners are not In
favor of the feature In the Johnrgn
bill, which provides for the retirement
of superannuated teachers upon pen-
slons derlved from a system of contri-
butlons by the teachers themselvea.
This impression was corrected and the
committee informed that tHe Com-
missloners stand ready to favor any
measure which, while protecting the
interests of the publio, will Insure the
élimination from the schools of those
teachers who are unfit ror further serv-
lce by reason of age or disability In-
curred while teaching.

The Commissioners are of the opln-
lon, however, that the fund should not
have to depend upon legacles, bequests,
donations, or money derived from pub-

the
Com-

e funds, such as the tultion fees of
non-regldent pupils and unused bal-
pnces at the end each Mfscal year
as provided for In t Johnson bill, 1t

would ke better prattice, they say, I
appropriations werrcdpruvldad to sup-
plement the prescribed contributions by
teachers, sn as to Insure the beneficl-
arles recelving the full amount of their
annuities when due.

Baseball Club Names
Old Board of Directors

The same officers and directors who
have served for two Years wWere re-

elected at the annual meeting of the
stockholders of the Washington Base-
ball Club, at the Colorade bullding
today,

Tie Impression was that Clark Grif-
fith would be chosen for a place on
the board, but the mAanager was not
& candidate.

Those again chosen to serve were:
Presldent, Thomas C. Noyes; vieo
prosident, Edward J. Walsh; secre.
tary, Benjamin 8. Minor, and treas-
urer, W. H. Rapley. These will serve
on the board of directors, together
with Rudolph Kauffmann, Henry P,
Blair, and J, Miller Kenyon,

Pictures Which Stirred Resentment of Military Men

John A. Kelly, Leader of San Francisco Builllin( Trades Counci, Standing
on Flag At Labor Meeting,

RAILROAD ESCAPES

PAYING LIGHT BILL|

Court of Appeals Gives Decision
Against Commissioners—Old
Act Does Not Apply.

Under decision of the District Court
of Appeals today, It will not be pos-

mible for the Commissioners to collect
$5,083.76 from the Phlladelphia, Balti-
more and Washington Rallroad Com-
pany for lMghting certaln streets and
avenues over and under which the rail-
way tracks of the company extend.

The court held that, inasmuch as the
company ¢onstructed {ts tracks in con-
formity with the acts of CongEreas of Feb.
ruary 12, 1901, and February 28, 1203, the
act of 1883, under which the Distriet
tried to collect, does mot apply.

Cuban Officials Out.

A dispatch has bean recelved at the
SBtate Department stating that the resig-
nation of the secretary of justice of the
Cuban republic and that of Judge Vega

of the. supreme vwourt have been ac-
cepted.

EARTHSHOGKS FLT
N AN SEETIOS

Chicago Forecaster Notices Dis-
turbance Without Aid
of Instrument.

CHICAGO, Jan, 2~Weather ¥Fore-
caster Cox felt an earthquake which
sent a slight tremor through Chicago
at 10:21 today,

"“We have no instruments which re-
cord earthquakes here,” sald he, “but
1 felt the disturbance distinctly in my
office. It was an east and west vibra-
tlon and lasted only & couple of seo-
onds.”

The selsmograph at the Brooklyn
(N. Y.) College recorded a slight dis-
turbance this morning shortly after 19
o'clock. The slock was of no great
magnitude.

The seismograph ut Marquette [Ini-
versity, in MITwnukoe. also registered a
sharp disturbance of the earth’'s surfaca
about 10:2 o'clock.

Recorded Here.
A peouliar earthquake of unusaal
severity was registered at 8:67 a. m. to-

day by the selsmograph at Georgetown
University.

[ast Minute News Told in Brief
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SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD
GIRL KIDNAPED BY |
“ COUPLE IN BUGGY

Daughter of Frank McPhearson Called From
Ballston Schoolroom by Strangers
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PRICE ONE CENT.

Sought by Pol

ice of Capital.

TWO SOLDIERS BELIEVED TO
HAVE AIDED MAN AND WOMAN §

about 10 o'clock this morning from
ston.

in word for the girl to come out.

buggy when It stopped in front of
sisted in picking up the girl and pu

Washington,

NEW ARLINGTON'S
OWNERS T0 TAKE
TITLE TOMORROW

Last Stage But One in Pass-
ing of Old Hotel—Wreck-
ing Starts in July.

The Arlington Hotel Company, the
new organization which purposes spend-
Ing 36,000,000 for & new hotel on the
site of the present Arllngton, tomorrow
will take title to the property. hnmedi-
tely following this, & trust of §1,000,000
will be given by the company to the
trustees for the owners, the Natlonal
Savings and Trust Company.

This will mark the last singe, save
one, in the passing of the famous old
""Hotel of the Presidents,” and the ap-
pearance of the largest and Anest hos-
telry In the South,

The exact date for tearing down the
old Arlington Hotel, which hus over-
looked Lafayette park and the White
House for so many years, has not yet
been fxed. George Howard, president
of the company which ia financing the
new company, said this afternoon that
it will be but a few days until this date
will be fixed.

F. M. Andrews, the famous New York
architect, who drew the plans for the
new bullding, and who Is one of the offi-
cers of the company, and Capt. J. F. J.
Archibalg, also an officer, are expected
to reach Washington during the next
few days, to confer with the local offi-
cers and directors of the company.

It Is possible that work of wrecking
the present hotel will be under way be-
fore July 1, although the officers will
not make such a statement.

Underwood Retum;
After Brief Illness

Chairman' Underwood, of the Ways
and Means committee, returned to his
office at the Capitol today, after a
week's absence, causced by 1llness.

Congressman Underwood has about
recovered from an attack of acute in-
digestion, and will be ready tomorrow
to take up the work of tariff revis-
fon, He issued & call today for a meet-
ing of the Democratic membars of the
committee tomorrow morning. Atthat
time the committee will take up the
Tariff Board report on wool, and also
will conslder the steel schedule, which
probably will be the first tarift bill
reported to the House.

Hearing to Be Given
On Fur Seal Treaty

The House Forelgn Affairs Commit-
tee will begin hearing tomorrow on the
Bulger resolution to make effective the
treaty between this country, Great Brit-
aln, Russia, and Japan for the protec-
tlon ¢f the fur seal herds in the north

Pacific ocean.
The committee also Intends to take
up immediately the Rainey resolution

KANBAS CITY, Mo, Jan, 2—The
third trial of Dr. B. Clark Hyde for
{ the murder of Col. Thomas H. Swope
| has been continued until May 21, the
State having asked for a continuance
because Benator Reed, speclal proseou-

tor, 18 attending Congress. Dr. Hyde
Is at liberty on bond.

NAMES WOMAN DEPUTY.
NEW YORK, Jan. 2—8heriff Jullus
Harburger has kept his promise to ap-
point women deputy sheriffs by sending
& commission to Mrs. Caroline Truax,

widow of the late supreme court jus-
tice. Mrs, Truax, taking him at his
word that he would name any reput-
able woman to the position, applled for
the post

FILE DISSOLUTION PAPERS.
TRENTON, N. J, Jan. 2.—A certifl-
cate of dlssolution has been flled by
the P, Lorlllard Company with the seo-
ratary of state. This Is part of the
plan of reorganization of the Tobacco
trust. The Lorillard Company was in-
corporated in 1581 with a capital of 5. -
000,000, Most of the stock was owned

by the American Tobacco Company.

TURKS WITHOUT CABINET.
CONBTANTINOFLE, Jan. 2.~Tur-
key's government is belng run without
a cabinet, l!‘la grand vizler having as
yet been unable to select ministers to
succeed those who resigned Saturday,

COURT 18 LEGAL.
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 2.—The Alle-
Eheny county ecourt, created by the act
of the State Leglslature and slgned by
Governor Tener last May, has been de-
clared constitutional by the State gu-
preme court here

providing for an Investlgation of the
acquisition of the Panama canal strip,
and the administration of the cansl
| government,

Moser Loses Appeal
In Retirement Case

Aftirming the declelon of the lowsr
court, the District Court of Amwnl_-
today denied the right of Jeferson F.
Moser, of California, to oblain a writ
of mandamus compelling the Bucretary
of the Navy to retire nim as o redr
admiral. Justice Wright, of the Dis-
trict Bupreme Court, sitting on the
upper court bench, fﬁwe the opinion.
Justice Wright held that inasmuch us
Moser had been retired as & captain by
the President, It Is not within the
power of the Becretary of the Navy
to make the retirement as a rear ad-
miral,

Authorities of Alexandria county, Va., assisted by the Washington po-
lice, this afternoon are searching for the sixteen-year-old daughter of -
Frank MoPhearson, an electrician, of Ballston, Va., who was kldupo"

in front of the public school at Ball-

According to McPhearson, who appealed to the Washington polioe this
afternoon to join In the search for his daughter, the girl was seen in a
buggy containing a man and & woman, who called at the school and sent

Two men, dressed in soldiers’ uniforms, were right back of tha

the school, and are sald to have as-
tting her in the carriage. McPhearson

sald no one who saw the couple when they called at the school this morn-
ing, ever had seen them before, and he is of the opinlon they came from

Headed Toward City,

When last seen the carriage containe
Ing the couple and the girl was being
driven In the direction ot Washington,
What became of the two men who as-
sisted the kidnapers has nol Leen learn-

McPhoarson ssys he cannot undar-

stand the motive
l“" o for the kidnaping,
een separated for about four months,
but he Is certaln his wife §s In no I'ry
connected with the kidnaping of their
daughter. He sald his wi?a could take
the girl any time she wanted her, and
that «lie would have no object in send-
::: ::‘?v olle to get her without notify-
m,

Strangers In Town.

McPhearson said he was at work this
morning when he got a telephone mmes:
sige from one of the teachers at the
school that some one had come and
taken his daughter away.
something was wrong, he sald, he hur-
rled to the school and learned the de-
talls of the kidnaping. He sald -he made
Inquiry around the mneighborhood, and
while several
who took the girl away, no one In
Ballston knew them. He was unable to
grt a good description of them,

Tust hefore recess tme (his morning
the bugev stoppel in front of the main
eptrance to the publle sclool and the
woman sent in word for the McPhearson
glrl to come out. As she came through
the gate, the woman got out of the car-
rlage, and the two men who wers
sianding behind  the vehlele, stepped
out, and assisted the woman In lfting
fhe girl, The woman then got in the
carriage again, and the man whipped
up the horse and started in the direction
of Washington, and the two men walked
down the road.

Has No Wraps On.
The girl was bareheaded and did not

have on a coat. McPhearson was so ex-
cited when he rushed into Police Head-

| quarters this afternoon he was hardly

able to tell what had taken place,

In
{view of the fact that the affalr

oc-
1curred in Virginia, the police instruct-
ed him to muke a report to Crandal
! Mackey, Commonwealth attorney for
| Alexandria, n8 It was proper for the
| Virginia authorities to take the initial
action in an effort to apprehend the
couple,

According to McPhearson, when he
and his wife geparated Mrs, McPhear-
son came to Washington to llve, Her
| daughter accompanied her, remalnin
in this city untjl 'about & month an
a half ago, wh she returned to Ball-
ston to live with her father,

Return Wife's Suggestion.

It was Mrs, McPhearson's {dea for the
girl to return to Ballston, the hugband
stated, as she belleved he was better
able to provide for her. She brought
all her clothes with her and entered the
publie school. v

P

reason that would prompt a stranger
to kKidnap the gir), as he Is not a man
of wedalth and cannot pay & reward fop
her return.

A pecullar feature of th
part the two meén Suppos
pdlers play In the case, P
sauw them stawed they wore
uniforms ag aro worg by th
Fort Myer,

Mrs. Laffey Gets
"Three-Year Sentence

Mrs. Margaret Laffey, who was cons
vieted in Criminal Court No. 2 for
holding up, at the point of a revolver,
the manuger of the Pyles store, 652 Park
road, on July § last, and robbing h'm
of $108, wans stunned today when Jus-
tice BHarnard sentenced her to three
years in prison, and refused to listen

case is the
‘o be sol-
ans who
Yie same

men at

to an appral to have hey placed on
probation.

HBeglde the woman was her sixteen-
year-old son ‘"Timmie," who turned

pale and gripped his mother's arm wheg
the court passed sentence. Both mother
and son had confidently expected wshe
would be paroled, and it wSy a shock
when their hopes were blasted.
Justice Barnard spoke severely
tive to the defense of Insanity. ile des
lared be had no patience with “fak-
ng,"” He sald he felt & severe penalty
should be lmposed, and had in mind
to glve the prisoner fAve yeurs lmg-
prisonment, but in view of the mary
appeals for mercy he would be leni-
ent

“Timmie" 1 ey accompanied his
mother to her "cell’ dnd both sobbed
until she was taken back to the Dis-
triet jall to await transportation e
prison.

relas

pelice he and his wife had *

persons maw the couple .

McPhearson sald he could assign ne__




